Explanation of Prayer Service for Feb. 2nd 

Enclosed you’ll find a simple prayer service that can be adapted to use with students and staff to mark February 2—the 205th anniversary of the founding of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur.

For the opening song:  feel free to use any “Notre Dame” song you students may be familiar with, or a song that focuses on the them of Christ as Light of the world.

You’ll find the text for the second reading on the next page.  You’ll find one sentence in that reading (in bold print and underlined) where you can fill in information that will personalize the prayer service for your particular school.  Or there is a sentence in italics that can replace it.  You can also simply leave the sentence out. 
The closing song can be any song of thanksgiving that your students may be familiar with.

The third page is the actual prayer service.

“What makes February 2nd special for a school associated with the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur?”

February 2nd is a day when Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur around the world remember and celebrate with prayer the anniversaries of two events.

The first is the beginning of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur as a religious community.  It was in Amiens, France on February 2, 1804 that Julie Billiart, Françoise Blin and Catherine Duchâtel became the first Sisters of Notre Dame when they consecrated themselves to God and promised to devote their lives to the education of orphans and to the formation of teachers who were to go where they were needed to instruct the poor. 
 
February 2nd, 2009 we are remembering the 205th “birthday” of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur.

The second event occurred February 2, 1806.  The community of Sisters was together at the convent in Amiens and Mėre Julie was teaching the young Sisters about the Feast Day they were celebrating.  She started to sing the Canticle of Simeon, which we heard in the reading from Luke’s Gospel just a moment ago.  As she was singing the words “a light for revelation to the Gentiles” Julie had a powerful experience of God.  It is a tradition in the Congregation that during that experience Julie saw clearly that her sisters were not meant to stay in one place, but were to “carry the light of the gospels to the nations.”
  By the end of that year Julie had accepted an invitation to open a community and school in Flanders and the following year accepted an invitation to open a community and school in Belgium.  In the years that followed the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, remaining faithful to Julie’s vision for the community, accepted invitations to open communities and schools in the United States, England, Scotland, Guatemala, Congo, Zimbabwe, South Africa, China, Japan, Italy, Kenya, Nigeria, Brazil, Peru and Nicaragua.
February 2, 2009 we remember and celebrate the fact that in (fill in the date) the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur accepted an invitation to (fill in your city) and began (fill in your school).

(Alternative wording for the above:  February 2, 2097 we remember and celebrate the fact that the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur accepted an invitation to this place and began our school!)

God is indeed very good!

February 2, 2009
Opening Song

First Reading:  from Luke 2:22, 25-32
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Second Reading:  “What makes February 2nd special for a school associated with the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur?”

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession:

“Our Lord said, “Go teach all nations;” so our zeal ought to be wider than the universe.” (St. Julie’s Word for December 16)
In silence we lift up the prayers of our hearts for our world:  for peace, for the healing of the earth, for an end to violence, for all the needs of our world (pause) we pray:  Good God, hear us.

“In Jesus Christ we are all one nation though we may come from different countries and different grades of society.”  (St. Julie’s Word for January 22)

In silence we lift up the prayers of our hearts for the peoples of our world:  for those in need of healing, for those suffering from hunger, oppression, injustice, for those who have lost loved ones (pause) we pray:  Good God, hear us.
“Many times the Bishop of Ghent said to me, ‘Mere Julie, it is your vocation to go anywhere in the world; you are not made to stay only in one diocese.’" (St. Julie’s Word for October 27)
In silence we lift up prayers of gratitude for all the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur who have—and who continue to live St. Julie’s charism and vision; and for Notre Dame co-workers and Associates around the world who also share the charism and mission of Notre Dame (pause)  we pray:  Good God, hear us.
“There must be nothing little among us; we must have the hearts of Apostles.”  (St. Julie’s Word for June 17)
In silence we lift up prayers of gratitude for the teachers and staff of our school as they continue to make God’s goodness known to us (pause) we pray:  Good God, hear us.
“Patience, the good God has His plans; let us follow them with all our hearts.”  (St. Julie’s Word for March 20)
In silence we lift up prayers for each other that all of us may continue to grow in grace and wisdom as we seek to share our giftedness and uniqueness with each other (pause) we pray:  Good God hear us.
Closing Prayer:


God and gracious God, just as St. Julie followed your light and your call for her Sisters to carry your light where ever they went; you invite us to follow your light on our journey.  Help us to continue to open our minds and hearts to your Light that we may truly have hearts as “wide as the universe”.  We ask this in Jesus’ name, amen.
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� Memoirs pg 8 and Woman of Courage pg 50


� Memoirs pg 211 and Woman of Courage pg 66





